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Reformers. In another place he applies the closing
words of the Apocalypse to the whole of the New
Testament, as if it had then been all written and
collected into one volume; and he adds, < Here the
voice of inspiration ceases. As its last solemn accents
die away upon the ear, the Church, takes up the cry
and echoes on the testimony. The simple tones of
Jier multitudinous tongues no longer carry with them
the force of an infallible inspiration; but the ordinary
gifts of the Spirit still remained.7 Mr. Garbett says
so; but where is the authority, dogmatic or un-
dogmatic, for this distinction between the inspiration
of the New Testament and the inspiration of the
Church ? This surely will not be dignified as the
* Catholic faith,' or as a ' ripe decision of Primitive
Christendom.' Doubtless we desire that the Scriptures
always spoke clparly and infallibly. We crave in-
fallibility. An infallible Church would be the satis-
faction of our heart's desires. But what we long
for must not be confounded with what is. Is St*
Paul never wrong ? "Was he not in error about
Christ's second coming ? Are all his rhetorical argu-
ments and illustrations infallible, or did he even
suppose that they were ? Must the Christian Bevela-
tion go to the ground if Professor Huxley proves that
a seed sown does not die before it brings forth fruit,
or if Mr. Darwin proves that physical death did not
enter the world by the sin of Adam ? The story of
Adam and Eve is believed to be only a myth by many
Christians who have no difficulty in supposing that
St. Paul spoke according to the best of his knowledge.
TJie question then culminates in this, if even the